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Abstract

The lime industry in the Modiin region
flourished during the British Mandate Period to
meet the growing demand for lime and mortar
in the urban settlements along the coastal plain.
This industry was part of a larger lime and
quarried-stone production which dominated the
Samarian foothills between the Arab village of
‘Annabeh in the south and Migdal Tzedek in the
north. In the eighth volume of this publication,
Sasson and Shavit wrote about the lime industry
of the ‘Annabeh stream-Modiin area. The
following paper aims to enrich the historical
understanding of this lime production activity
through the perspective of the local community.

Testimonials of the Arab population of the time
as part of the Palestinian Rural History Project
(PRHP), shed light on socio-economic aspects
that can be inferred from the silent remains.

The paper illustrates how the local population
classified the lime production installations
into two main groups: traditional lime kilns
(in Arabic: lattiin and in plural: latatin), and
modern industrial kilns, or “lime factories” (ma
‘mal s1d, and in plural: ma’amel sid). According
to the testimonials, the first were family
businesses while the latter, the ‘factories’,
were large complex operations which required
business partnerships with Arab financial elites
or Jewish-owned companies.

The lime industry in the Modiin area during
the Mandate period was characterized by
international affiliations: local producers
imported coal from Europe, fuels from India,
and bricks from France. The lime industry
became a portal through which technological
advancements entered the rural landscape, such
as motorized transportation. The testimonials
brought forth in this paper describe the dying
days of the traditional, lime industry.

Key words: Lime industry, lime kilns, 'Annaba,
Kharruba, Modi'in
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