
UC San Diego
UC San Diego Electronic Theses and Dissertations

Title
A Man's His Job: Artistic Possibilities through Craftsmanship

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5wf788z5

Author
MacNelly, Matthew Perry

Publication Date
2013

Supplemental Material
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5wf788z5#supplemental
 
Peer reviewed|Thesis/dissertation

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5wf788z5
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5wf788z5#supplemental
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


	  

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO 
 
 
 
 
 

A Man’s His Job: Artistic Possibilities through Craftsmanship 
 
 
 
 
 

A thesis submitted in partial satisfaction of the 
 

requirements for the degree Master of Fine Arts 
 
 

in 
 
 

Theatre and Dance (Acting) 
 
 

by 
 
 

Matthew MacNelly 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee in charge: 
 
 Professor Kyle Donnelly, Chair 
 Professor Ursula Meyer 
 Professor Charles Oates 
 Professor Manuel Rotenberg 
 
 
 
 
 

2013



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

iii 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The thesis of Matthew MacNelly is approved and it is acceptable 
 
 in quality and form for publication on microfilm and electronically: 
 
 
 
 
 
 _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 _________________________________________________________ 
                   Chair 
 
 
 
 

 
University of California, San Diego 

 
 

2013



	  

iv 

 
DEDICATION 

 
 
 
To my mother, who continues to do the best she can.



	  

v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 

Signature page………………………………………………………………….. iii 
 
 
Dedication……………………………………………………………………… iv 
 
 
Table of Contents………………………………………………………………. v 
 
 
List of Supplemental Files……………………………………………………… vi 
 
 
Acknowledgements…………………………………………………………….. vii 
 
 
Abstract of the Thesis……………………………………………………........... viii 
 
 



	  

vi 

LIST OF SUPPLEMENTAL FILES 

 

 

File 1. Threepenny warmup.jpg 

File 2. Lorax whisperphone.jpg 

File 3. Manwifehat name.jpg 

File 4. Storm preshow.jpg 

File 5. 2nd year office.jpg 

File 6. Hookman preshow.jpg 

File 7. Glengarry get in the room.jpg 

File 8. Elizabeth two queens.jpg 

File 9. Titus underwear.jpg 

File 10. Storm hand.jpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	  

vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

I must first thank all my collaborators here at UCSD, be they stage managers, 

directors, playwrights, costume, scenic, light or sound designers, faculty advisors, La 

Jolla Playhouse shop workers, and the most unsung-of heroes, our undergrads. 

Thanks to my mother, the original motivator in my life. I cannot look at any of 

the successes I’ve achieved to date without being aware of just how much she 

sacrificed to get me here. 

Additionally, a huge Hoya Saxa to my professors and mentors at the 

Georgetown University Department of Performing Arts, especially Derek Goldman.  

Furthermore, I have to thank the greatest MFA acting faculty in the world here 

at UCSD. Thanks for believing in me enough to accept me, and invest in my growth as 

an actor, through my failures and successes. 

 Thank you to all the actors I was privileged enough to share the stage with in 

my time here, whether undergraduates, professionals, or MFA actors from the classes 

of 2011 through 2015. Biggest thanks to Jenni Putney, for keeping me sane and alive in 

a myriad of ways. 

 Lastly, to the members of Apollo 13: it’s been a pleasure watching every single 

one of you work and grow. Special thanks to Joshua Brody, for being a trusted 

collaborator, employer, and a great support to me. And to the actors: our trip to the 

moon hasn’t always been easy, but damned if it hasn’t been our finest hour. 

 



	   	  

ix 

 
 
 
 

ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS 
 
 
 

A Man’s His Job: Artistic Possibilities through Craftsmanship 
 

by 
 

Matthew MacNelly 
 

Master of Fine Arts in Theatre and Dance (Performance, Acting) 
 

University of California, San Diego, 2013 
 

Professor Kyle Donnelly, Chair 
 
 
 

 I subscribe to the belief that we actors are craftsmen, and the usual analogy I 

make, for no particular reason, is to a cabinetmaker. A good cabinetmaker presumably 

needs to have a set of tools – hammer, level, saw, measuring tape, drill, sander, etc. For 

an actor, this is technique, the tool belt we carry with us through our lives from which 

we can pull. It may be a pitch build, or a resonator, or a dialect, or a change of gait, or a 

set of questions, or even just a good piece of critical thinking. We use these to shape 

the raw materials we are given – usually a piece of text. Our tools are intangible, but no 

less necessary. 

 Some see being a craftsperson and an artist as mutually exclusive, but I 

disagree. I find the framework of craft to be the place where I can shine as an artist – 

I’m given a set of ground rules, and fellow collaborators with whom I must work, and 
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within those circumstances, I create my art. After all, masons and sculptors, 

housepainters and impressionists, copywriters and Shakespeare, they all use the same 

raw materials and tools to create. It is my belief that we actors, as craftspeople, have to 

determine the artistic value of our work for ourselves.  There is artistic possibility in all 

things, from Hamlet to the latest Chevy Silverado commercial, and the onus is upon 

me, as a new-minted Master of Fine Arts, to bring that spark to the forefront. 




