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Abstract

Sniper’s Lake: Music for Dance
by
Sivan Liat Eldar
Doctor of Philosophy in Music
and the
Designated Emphasis in New Media
University of California, Berkeley

Professor Edmund Campion, Chair

In September 2014 | began collaborating with choreographer Mitenka Cechova and
director Petr Bohac of Spitfire Company on a new dance production called Sniper’s
Lake. We started with a conversation about the body. Mifenka, who was working with
refugees at the time, was searching for a physical language based on running and its
variations: escape, endurance, direction, exhaustion; also fear, joy, energy, purpose.
She chose six dancers from Prague, Berlin and Oslo to work with over a period of five
months. Her choreography emerged gradually during that period, at first from the
dancers’ bodies and personalities, and later on from their dynamic as a group of
individuals entirely new to one another.

The music emerged in parallel. | chose an ensemble of six clarinets to interface with
the dancers, and spent two months in Prague and Pilsn watching the rehearsals unfold
while composing the first sketches. The relationship between the dance and the music
was constantly in flux during that period. In some sections (like Tides) the music was
the catalyst for the movement, while in others (like Loops) the music mirrored the
dancers’ gestures. Mifenka’s guiding principal was the form: the dancers were to
physically overexert themselves during the first thirty minutes of the performance
without reaching a resolution. To achieve this progression, | decided to focus on
cyclical events rather than on linear time. At the heart of each event is a cyclical rhythm
that unfolds musically, then visually. These events, in turn, constitute the four sections
of Part 1 of the score for Sniper’s Lake.



Part 2 presents itself in a more narrative form. Much of the sound is produced live by
the dancers as they begin to explore the stage’s physical barriers: contact mics are
placed on the backdrop screen, allowing them to excite the surface with their body and
voice. The notated portion of part 2 consists of loose arrangements of source materials
given to me by Mifenka: an iso-polyphonic folk song from Albania, and a spoken
rhythmic representation of Swan Lake’s ‘Danse des petits cygnes.’ In the context of
the performance, these short, rather flexible, musical sentiments serve as references to
the act of escaping in its many forms.

Sniper’s Lake was premiered at Baerum Kulturhus in Sandvika, Norway, on March 26"
2015.
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Sivan Eldar

Sniper's Lake

Music for Dance

for 6 clarinets

Commissioned by Spitfire Company
Supported by an EEA Grant from Iceland, Lichtenstein and Norway

2015



INSTRUMENTATION

4 Clarinets in Bb (3rd doubling Bass Cl.)
2 Bass Clarinets with low C extension

Duration ca 25'
The score is transposed.

Accidentals apply within the measure.
Trills signify an alteration between the notated pitch and a whole step above it, unless otherwise indicated.
Trills and tremolos should always be as dense as possible.

SPECIAL NOTATION

Air sound only.

Combination of air sound and pitch.

The smaller notehead is softer and gentler. The overall gesture is reminicent of a yodel.

Repeat the note(s) freely, with slight accelerando.

Inhale / exhale.

< [3% (L (s B
. qu

Transition gradually.



Transposed Score dedicated to Spitfire Company and Clarinet Factory

SNIPER'S LAKE

music for dance for six clarinets

Part 1
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* a regular whole-step trill. The grace note should be repeated freely (though rather sparsely) as an extra staccato attack

(reminiscent of the opening)
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* Repeat this eight-measure section 2-4 times. As you repeat, begin to vary the accent placement freely.
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* Transition gradually from air sound to breathy pitch. Add tongue stops and breathy consonants ("sh" "ch") to enhance the

breathy texture, especially on accanted notes.



43

ki o eian erian ?% elsian
L\HN L\HN Aﬁ
o TR o TITe -l B TITe
P anl LT i n = ==
K N
o [TKI o el Tl [TT el
P an Panl E=s v ==
5 5
o TR o \\xi ol TTT® el [TTe-l
(o oY (o oY (o (o
hJ A . hJ A . . .
o TKIA o X el el
m== = pi= =
h == = h == =
) A . A . . .
O [TRIA o el oy EEE X!
===
N<vo Sl vl S ol N<vo vl
lHHN LHUN
lMW 7 7 vA__ LMW w\\“ﬂ._ _.H.W\\\ \\Ai "
B B
o TR o nn XK Y L
== = = =
N [~ ol Al o [~ [~} o Al o
== = == =
hJ A . hJ A . . .
o TTRIA o LA (3, 20 NILE
Cree ~v el Oeee o~ el ﬁo o
L\HN L\HN
Ch TR o TT® ! (O YR MTTTm e
P e P an B
B B
o R o el (3L YHI BRI N
s o e s s s
hJ A . hJ A . .
o TRIA o e TN
=
‘! == = ‘! == =
T A . A . .
o TTRIA o s e el
== = =
S<¢ o S<vel Sevl Sl o S<vl
N NO» N NG NEe N
\ (
— (o\] on <t — (gl
O O &} O & O
A ) A =) ) )

Neo ol Nev ol Nev ol Nev ol Nev ol Nev ol
LHH&
Mm TR \Mun._ AL i\uw._ [T
Kl
===
ol TR e el TTT®1 TR
[~ o [~ ol [~ ol o [~} [~
[
B .
o TRIA T Tl TN .
= X === =
[N e o a0 [~ e aead o
L\HN

o TRI i~ EnL REEREL YEiE oL Y
L\Hm L\Hm iy

=== B = =

O TR on ann R, I or YA

= = = m = =
Al o [~ [~ ol o [~ ol [~
h‘\u . h\\u > . . .
Onl [TRIA b e, X Y TN
X
‘! == = ‘! ==
Ik . TR} A . .

Ol TRIA o e [ Y Pl
N0 ol N0 ol Ne of Nev ol Ne of N
\\Hm \\Hm

| TR Ch| [Te- TN 1718
P anl LT xx

Kl K

b TR o [T TN 1779
\\\ﬂ \\‘ﬂ

== - ===

o TR tl e TTT®| TNl

= = =4 v v = = =4
[Scaul JoYoNH JoYoH [Scaul JoYoNSH JooH
m== == =
i s
Onl [TKIA Onl (TTeel TTT®|! TT1®
e
0 a0 0 0 a0 0
Nk YE YE G NG IE

— (o] on <t — N

O @) &) @) @) @)

A A A A o )



44

>'|'|

TRIA

TTRIA

Y
b
#

HA

(TR

(TR

(TR

ﬁ._
LE

LK

e

TR

[TRI

TRIA

[TRI

Q
NT e e

(@)

(0]

N
[ 7] [ 7] 1\ e
Vi Vi
A

(TR

(TR

A
=x

(TR

o

TRIA

[TRI

TR

ral
0]
N
(o)

b4
V4%
[ fan
ANV

TRIA

H
(v
-8

oJ

TRIA

o)
b’
y i
(e

ral
0]
[@]

o]
b’
y i
(e

ral

TR

TRIA

o]

P )

720
Q
(o]

(e
ANV
oJ

B+ Cl. 1

B»CL. 2

BvCl. 3

B»Cl 4

B.ClL 1

B.CL2

TRIA

3;1 e %Tq. Pasy %Tu. e
r
| T
| hf. A W
| o :7_>W ,,_ H S W\Mm w ,,_ Ho i\um W
- o | o ee ecce o
CM
R el i T . e
| L E=d EE
|
Lo e - e - e
| R e
;L ool T L] ™
L oeny oeny ocay
|
| Amv
e L L .
! ¥ TRIA T TTTe! T Tl
| <
i | L |
P freIA el el el et
e ke 3= 304 3 3<%
| L
|
| Ch el % il %« el
| L
|
s el b ! A LY
| === == == ==
- s oesH sy csH o
| <
| Hﬁ. A
! . . . . .
” o TeIA Tl el ! el
, i == = v = = =
- D o e r«S TS
| -
M
m 5 el /\J._ el T el
. < m \ |
S T S ([ s | []Re
|
o Ay csH Ay et ot

SO N NP N N NS

— [q\] on <t — N

O @) ) @) O O

A A A =) ) o




45

Ll

"

o

fo we

¥

[AANy RSy RSy RSy o%q ok ety el oy el #
|
|
il S| P . R || 0
ul A e L Iy | TR | B NE-s .
sr g2 \r g2 |
il A . | A . . . - o oo e cee
On [TRIA On LY [ HE 1 uuﬂ | m Tl eat
S D Lo Saed D S C | TR Ln e 3
LHH& LHHN ” uMn | uMn Tle
LR [TRI Ol \\E._ ALY el ” 9 TR 9 X
LT P e |
g g ] 1 ey cliy el ety
Cn Rl n LR 1 e |
* ! hJ A h\\w_ A
elay elay Loy elay o elay ! N TRIA i \\Hﬁ. | M
h S h EES ” N\\unn \f\\unn
A . A . . . ” Al A ) Al A )
Onl [TRIA o T T TT7® ! I O [TKIA Onl L
|
a0 oD a0 a0 R0 R0 ” N=v o N=v ol Ne¢o N0 o
L\Hm L\HN ” k\Hm L\Hm
| |
N N e TTTel. e X | B I N .
L L) Al hig N LA 1K hun I ]
N Kl , K N
1T TR T T8l Tl mX ! b TR B T
e e e e e e s 5 1
x| R TRl 0 3
[ [
1l A . 1A . . . YN o N oo
- TRA el A R (7R
sr g2 \r g2 h\\unn h\\unn
| A . = A X . . 1A . 1 A L
LN [TRIA o T8 TTe ! T N [TRIA o Nl .
= i v = ===
3=¢ 4l H=¢'o d=¢o 3¢l 0o = ¢ 0 D aoes aoes
lHUN L\UN L\\m L\\N
Ll TR o TTTe ! Tt LN G TR Onl C\Mﬂ._ I
k‘\m k‘\N k‘\m \\\m
L y He - H e . He . N _ . e
b | AT | e &
R m s £ i
ERE TR W o | B m XS & e & o TR o e
3 3 3 3
So Sol = e SRS S Sl = a A NN H N
€ Cro € o <NEn ) N Ere O I €
\ el

* Transition gradually from air sound to breathy pitch as before. This time also vary the accent placement freely.
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* Gradually improvise on the rhythmic patterns and vary the placement of the accents, so to create a constantly-shifting rhythmic texture.
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SNIPER'S LAKE - Part 2
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This is a loose arrangment of a four-part iso-polyphonic folk song from Southern Albania. It consists of a melody
(clarinet 1), an ornamental counter melody (clarinet 2), a pedal drone (clarinet 3), and a rhythmic drone (clarinet 4).

Intonation is one of the most beautful features of this style. As you play through the song, experiment with extra
narrow and extra wide vibrato, with vibrato trills (in clarinet 1), and with microtonal inflections. In each phrase
there should be the tension between "harmonic" unison and the beatings of small intervals. Embellish

freely, and repeat as needed.

Lamentoso (J =c..80)

_ f)
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