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Data, Metadata, and Ted 

 

INTERTWINGLED:  

The Work and Influence of Ted Nelson  

Chapman College, April 24, 2014 

 

 

Christine L. Borgman 
Professor and Presidential Chair in Information Studies 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

MIT Press, 2007 



Ted & Christine’s shared office at the 
Oxford Internet Institute, 2005 



Back cover, Geeks Bearing Gifts 





Mega-genius store, Park City, Utah 
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Metadata 

• Metadata is structured 
information that describes, 
explains, locates, or 
otherwise makes it easier 
to retrieve, use, or manage 
an information resource.*  

– descriptive  

– structural 

– administrative  

 *National Information Standards Organization 2004 photo by @kissane] 

https://twitter.com/kissane/


Ted interrogating Dr. Ann O’Brien of 
Loughborough University about 
metadata, 2005 



http://www.nzdl.org/gsdl/collect/fnl2.2/archives/HASH01a1/51ac3343.dir/p027.gif 



Dubrovnik, Croatia 





Image from Soumitri 
Varadarajan blog. Iceberg 
image © Ralph A. Clevenger. 
Flickr photo 



Literary Machines 
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Transclusions and provenance 



Provenance 

• Libraries: Origin or source 

• Museums: Chain of custody 

• Internet: Provenance is information about 
entities, activities, and people involved in 
producing a piece of data or thing, which can 
be used to form assessments about its quality, 
reliability or trustworthiness.* 

*WC3 PROV working group 
Bestiary - caption: 'Owl mobbed by smaller birds' 

 



Bestiary - caption: 'Owl mobbed 
by smaller birds' 
Uploaded by The British Library on 
February 11, 2014 
No known copyright restrictions 
[?] Bestiary - caption: 'Owl 
mobbed by smaller birds’ 
ID: 025709 
Title: Bestiary 
Provenance: 
England (Salisbury?); 1230-1240 
Caption: Owl mobbed by smaller 
birds 
Notes: (Miniature) An owl, 
venturing out in daylight contrary 
to its usual habit, is mobbed by 
smaller birds. 
Image taken from Bestiary. 
Originally published/produced in 
England (Salisbury?); 1230-1240. 
Language: Latin 
Source identifier: Harley 4751, f.47 
British Library Shelfmark: Harley 
4751  
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https://www.flickr.com/x/t/0091009/commons/usage/
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Identity and persistence of digital 
objects 

• Identity  
– Identifiers 

• DOI, Handles, URI, PURL… 

– Naming and namespaces 
• Authors/creators: ORCID, VIAF… 
• Generic/specific: registry number… 

– Description 
• Self-describing  
• Metadata augmentation  

• Persistence 
– Permanent 
– Long-lived 
– Scratch spaces 

http://web-interview-
questions.blogspot.com/2010_06_21_archive.h
tml 
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Using and reusing data 

• Social practice 
• Usability 
• Identity  
• Persistence 
• Discoverability 
• Provenance 
• Relationships 
• Intellectual property 
• Policy 

 

http://datalib.ed.ac.uk/GRAPHICS/blue_data.gif 25 
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