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Omeka + IMLS Support: Building Expertise

2009: IMLS Leadership Grant for building Grateful 
Dead Archive Online

2012: IMLS Leadership Grant for building Omeka 
Curator Dashboard





Where are we now?



Campus Facing Digital Scholarship

2015: IMLS Sparks! Grant for defining workflow to 
support lifecycle of Digital Exhibit Building

Omeka Service: Pilot Phase

Digital Scholarship Commons





Merritt Link Bulk Metadata

Editor
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Campus-Wide Support for  
Digital Scholarship

University Library
Humanities Division
Office of Research
Graduate Division
Information Technology Services



Building a Campus Community

Speaker Series: Digital Humanities & Cultural Heritage
UC-Wide Omeka Symposium
Open Hours: Digital Project Consultations
Digital Happy Hours
Reading Group
Works-in-Progress
Digital Pedagogy
Hands-on Workshops



h"p://library.ucsc.edu/workingwithomeka	



Omeka Support: Pilot Phase

(1) RESEARCH: The Gail Project, Alan Christy (PI)

(2) PHYSICAL –> DIGITAL EXHIBIT: Uncommon Place, 
James Clifford, Michael Cowan, Virginia Jansen, 
Frank Zwart (Pis)

(3) PEDAGOGY: On the Silk Road (Hist 185), Maya 
Peterson

















Updates, Successes

+  Turning library expertise to support research  
     and pedagogy for broader university community

+   Project collaborations that include staff time, visibility

+   Digital Exhibit Pilot to define workflow and assess 
     long term viability of service



Challenges, Tensions, Take Aways

+   Messy, undefined process

+   Scale: Project v. Campus Wide Service

+   Staff Time: Support v. Intellectual Partner


