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FOREWARD

The study of demography and urbanization has attracted a lot of attention in the last
decade. This bibliography is a serious effort to make available to the researcher, the teacher, the
student and the general reader the variety of publications that exist in these fields with particular
reference to Nigeria from 1911 to 1974. It is a contribution and a response to the ever increasing
demand for the study of the demography and urbanization of Nigeria. This bibliography is timely
and will be a tool of tremendous value in the hands of scholars and research centers, especially in
view of the publication of the World Population Plan of Action by the United Nations.

Nigeria has attracted a lot of attention in the recent past because of her large population
and the fast rate of urbanization in all parts of Nigeria. The new United Nations policy as
contained in the World Population plan of Action will lead to more intensive research on various
aspects of the population of Nigeria, Furthermore, there is the research project on “The Changing
African Family,” which is now in progress under the direction of Professor Francis Olu Okediji
and others. Those who will participate in this research project will find this bibliography
extremely useful in their work.

The bibliography has been arranged under specific headings ranging from urbanization,
settlement, migration, population, population density and distribution to family planning. The
author has adopted this method of approach in order to facilitate quick references to this
bibliography. There is also an index which makes it easy for any reader to refer to the works of
the authors included in this bibliography. The 1,628 entries contained in this work are numbered
consecutively from the beginning to the end.

Since the completion of this bibliography, some publications relevant to the subject of
Nigerian Populations and Urbanization have appeared. Notable among these is Urbanization and
Political Change: The Politics of Lagos, 1917-1967 by Pauline H. Baker (Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1974). It is hoped that more books, pamphlets and articles will be devoted to
the subject of Nigerian population and urbanization. Mr. Herbert O. Emezi’s compilation is a
milestone in this endeavor.

Boniface I. Obichere, Director
African Studies Center, UCLA



PREFACE

During the International Conference on African Bibliography held in Nairobi in 1967,
Professor John Harris made the following remarks: “Inspired idiots, men excited by the search
for books, men patient enough to sit down to the endless tasks of describing them, men interested
enough to probe into their contents, men knowledgeable enough to understand them and relate
them to their context, and, perhaps most necessary of all, men determined and persistent enough
to bring their work to this point of publication-without such men we can have no
bibliographies.”" From the foregoing comments it shows that the production of a bibliography is
tedious, unrewarding but essential part of scholarship and no subject can progress far without the
basic bibliographical tool. “Much remains to be done, and many gaps will have to be filled
before any final satisfaction can be felt about Nigeria’s national bibliographies.”2 What I have
tried to do in this volume is to present a modest attempt to fill one of these gaps.

The last few decades have become a period of extraordinary activity in the study of
population and urbanization in Nigeria. The quantity, quality and detail of the information now
being sought and assembled about population and urbanization in all their facets are greater than
ever before, equally the number of schools, and institutes engaged in the analysis, interpretation
and dissemination is large and diverse.

Scope

The difficulty of compiling a bibliography lies in decided when to begin and end, and
what to include or exclude. This bibliography is therefore not an exception.

This work covers the literature for years 1911-1974. The year 1911 was selected as the
starting point because until recently, relatively little attention was paid to population and
urbanization studies in Nigeria-largely because of dearth of information. For example, as
Kuczynski puts it “in 1911 the population of the ports was enumerated, but only a rough
estimated was given for the rest of the country . . . it must be remembered, however, that in 1911
a large part of the Southern Provinces was just coming under the control of Government and the
machinery at the disposal of the political officers was very inadequate.” Similarly an account of
Northern Nigeria had this to say “the 1911 census was . . . merely a rough estimate of population
by sex.” Our coverage ends with the year 1974. The reason for this is that this year has been
designated by the United Nations as World Population Year, and this work is therefore a modest
contribution to that celebration.

The subject coverage has continued to be a major problem in view of the lack of any
precise delimitation of the field, which is so interdisciplinary that geneticists, ecologists,
geographers, anthropologists, manpower specialists, medical and public health experts,
sociologists, economists and students of other disciplines are involved with the study.

The material included in this work comprise books, monographs, journal articles, paper
read at conferences and seminars, unpublished doctoral dissertations, masters’ thesis and
undergraduate research essays for the bachelor’s degree. The last items are included since they
represent a growing body of information relating to Nigeria. The need to make their existence

' John Harris, “National Bibliography in Nigeria,” The Bibliography of Africa, ed. By J.D. Pearson and Ruth Jones,
London, Frank Cass, 1970, p. 42.

% Ibid, p. 41.

? Kuczynski, R. quoted by Frank Lorimer, Demographic Information on Tropical Africa, Boston, Boston University
Press, 1961, p. 101.

* Ibid, p. 101.



more widely known has often been expressed. On-going research projects are also included so as
to show scholars what is going on in their field, and thus minimize duplication and offer areas of
cooperation among scholars working on identical subjects. Newspaper articles have been
excluded not because academically they do not offer anything, but because not everything will
be listed in such a small bibliography. This work is further limited in that only materials in the
western languages have been included.

Aim

One of the major problems in the field of African studies is the lack of cumulative
knowledge. This present work makes an attempt at bringing together a variety of studies from
heterogeneous sources dealing with population and urbanization in Nigeria. Apart from the value
of this work as a reference tool, it also serves as an indication of the significant trends and
development in this field. The bibliography is therefore intended for a wider audience, especially
those whose daily concerns bring them into contact with the problems of planning, implementing
and evaluating population and urbanization problems. All the bibliographies that I have come
across have treated this subject as a part of a wider subject-Economic Development. It is in order
to highlight the literature of Nigerian population and urbanization and to give it its rightful place
in the bibliographic arena that this work is undertaken.

Arrangement

The bibliography is divided into sections with a total of 1628 items numbered serially.
Within each section, items are arranged alphabetically as this will enable users of this
bibliography to find works by specialists assembled together at one place. Each entry is under the
author and where the author is not known, it is entered under the first word of the title ignoring
the articles. Items published by Ministries and departments of Government, have been entered as
they appear without trying to standardize the main entry. An addendum list is to be found at the
end of the text. This list comprises of materials that came my way after the work had been
completed. There is an author/title index. The numbers refer to items and not pages.

Subject experts may disagree with my division, arrangement or even with my selection of
materials. I am not unaware of this for this is as it should be. At best, my classification should be
looked at as a rough guide to the literature. As far as possible, full bibliographic citations have
been included.

Herbert O. Emezi
Nnamdi Azikiwe Library
University of Nigeria
Nsukka

October 1974
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