UCLA

Collection of Creative Writing by Learners of Japanese

Title
The Collection of Creative Writing By Learners of Japanese (00000

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7sf276dj

Publication Date
2019-12-01

Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqgital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7sf276dj
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

UL —/NaisE

The Collection of Creative Writing (Collection of Relay Essays)

By Learners of Japanese

Y -‘ ,.'( *":, o P,
‘ "‘E-‘a:e’&"“‘ P

! . k"‘

o ¥,
xS % Al

¥ $u 0 T8
- £ ek )
1-1' I Y

Volume One Edited by Asako Hayashi Takakura






The Collection of Creative Writing
By Learners of Japanese

]) L ‘—/J\ nyli f
(Collection of Relay Essays)

Volume One



U L—/NiiE is written by the students of Japanese 100R (Third year advanced readings in
modern Japanese, fall 2018) and Japanese 101C (Fourth year advanced readings in modern
Japanese, spring 2019). This volume was compiled and edited by Asako Hayashi Takakura, the
lecturer for these classes, and published by UCLA Library.

Cover photo “Tokyo Tower from the Sky” by Yukiko Ushimaru, Copyright 2018. Used with
permission.

First published December 2019

This volume is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International.
CC-BY-SA 4.0

Typeset in Palatino Linotype for English
in Hiragino Kaku Gothic for Japanese

The Collection of Creative Writing by Learners of Japanese is a series of selected works of short prose and
poetry written by the students of Japanese language in the Department of Asian Languages &
Cultures of the University of California, Los Angeles. The collection is curated by Richard C.
Rudolph East Asian Library to promote students’ knowledge production in the Japanese language.



Preface

This project aims to promote creative writing skills among Japanese language learners and provide
them with opportunities to publish their work to benefit future learners. The project targets
undergraduate students in their third and fourth years of Japanese language studies, taking courses
designed to develop their reading skills to allow them to read a novel without external support. To this
end, students were encouraged to participate in significant reading activities outside class. However,
students indicated that they could not find attractive and appropriate reading options among the
extensive Japanese reading collections. This project seeks to address the gap by encouraging students
to create their own fictional works. Working in groups of three or four, students wrote a fictional work
together. The students in the third-year Japanese class read Spirited Away and watched the original
anime as course assignments. Their creative writing was inspired by the story and used various words
that are not found in commercial Japanese language textbooks. Fourth-year students wrote a story
relating to the main theme of the course: Tokyo. They successfully differentiated writing styles and
applied these to their creative writing. Upon completing these assignments, students were motivated to
publish their own work for future students of the Japanese language, expressing hope that their works

might encourage others to write in various genres to improve their language proficiency.

Asako Hayashi Takakura, Ed. D
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