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circumstantial and there is no quantitative data available.
It is most likely that the feral goat alone is not responsible
for the decline of these species. Other factors, such as
fox predation and habitat destruction, may also have a
part to play in their decline.

Feral goats are also implicated in the decline of some
native Australian plant species.  Preliminary work
indicates that feral goats do have a significant effect on
certain Acacia species (Harrington 1986; Auld 1993;
Davies 1995; Maas 1997). On Lord Howe Island goats
are thought to have introduced weeds and caused the
disappearance of native plant species (Pickard 1976,
1682).

AGRICULTURAL

The economic losses attributed to feral goats in
Australian agriculture are estimated to be approximately
A$25 million per year. This is made up of losses due to
decreased sheep production (A$17.8 million), contingency
costs to insure against an exotic disease outbreak (A$6
million) and money spent by government agencies
supporting goat control operations (A$1.2 million) (Parkes
et al. 1996).

The assumption under-pinning the estimate for lost
sheep production is one of substantial dietary overlap and,
therefore, competition between sheep and goats. Dietary
overlep between sheep and goats can vary enormously
(Wilson et al. 1975; Harrington 1986) but will only lead
to competition when food is limiting (Choquenot 1992).
As yet there is no quantitative evidence that supports the
presence of competition between sheep and goats.

PEST OR RESOURCE?

Feral pgoats provide significant income and
employment in the pastoral areas of Australia (Toseland
1992), In 1991 to 1992, the total value of goats and goat
products exported from Australia was A$29 million
(Ramsay 1994). The great majority of this was derived
from feral goats. Harvesting of feral goats benefits many
landholders and provides a living for commercial
harvesters, abattoir workers, and exporters. Feral goats
are also an important game species for recreational
hunters and the revenue generated through the sale of
sporting goods, vehicles, fuel and other provisions
provide an uncalculated source of revemue in rural
communities (Parkes et al. 1996). Some 1.2 million goats
are barvested annually (Ramsay 1994) which is thought to
mitigate some losses and damage attributed to goats.
Where commercial harvesting of pests does not achieve
densities needed to mitigate impacts then non-commercial
control should be considered {Choquenot et al. 1995). It
is felt by some that placing an economic value on pests
may discourage their control below densities where
impacts are mitigated for two reasons: 1) where the
attainment of these densities are not commercially viable
(Choquenot et al. 1995); or 2) it discourages attempts to
achieve high level control or radication (Ramsay 1994).
It is for these reasons that the Western Australian state
government will make the commercial utilization of feral
goats illegal in the year 2000. It is thought that at this
time commercial utilization will have no further role to
play in the management of feral goats because their
densities will have been reduced to levels below which it
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is commercially viable to harvest them (Feral Goat
Eradication Steering Committee 1997).

MANAGEMENT

A range of approaches can be taken to manage feral
goats in Australia, with the most common being
radication and sustained control. The techniques used to
achieve these depend on the habitat the goats occupy and
the resources available. Other considerations, such as
animal welfare and stakeholder preferences, also come
into play.

Eradication .

Feral goats have been eradicated from many islands
worldwide, including some offshore islands of Australia
(Daly and Goriup 1987; Allen and Lee 1995). On
mainland Australia, it is very unlikely that all the criteria
for successful eradication of feral goats could be met on
a national or regional scale (Bomford and O’Brien 1992).
This means that with the exception of some offshore
islands, the management of feral goats in Australia will
mostly be addressed by sustained control. Some agencies
in Australia advocate eradication as a goal, while
acknowledging that it is not possible, It is felt that this
will facilitate the lowest possible densities being achieved
by bhaving people strive for "perfection."”

Sustained Control

Sustained control requires ongoing commitment but it
usually has the desired effect of reducing goat numbers.
Ideally goat numbers are reduced to and maintained at a
level where their impacts are considered acceptable (target
density). As described earlier quantitative data describing
the relationship between feral goat density and impacts
are not available in Australia. In the absence of adequate
impact data a process of trial and error based on the best
available data is used for establishing tarpet densities
(Parkes 1993).

CONTROL TECHNIQUES

The most common control techniques currently used
in Australia are mustering, trapping and aerial shooting.
Mustering and trapping preferred because animals can be
sold to offset control costs. Aerial shooting is most
commonly used in inaccessible areas. Other techniques
that are less commonly used or are currently under
investigation are ground-based shocting, the Judas goat
technique, poisoning, predation by dingoes, fencing and
habjtat manipulation.

There is no one technique that can be held up as
being the best. The approach taken by land managers
will depend on local environmental conditions, resources
available and their individual circumstances. Often the
most efficient and effective approach is to combine two or
more techniques.

Mustering
This technique is labor-intensive and generally limited

to flat terrain (Harrington 1982), It is most efficient at
high goat densities. The two most common methods of
mustering used in Australia are: 1) aerial mustering,
using helicopters or light aircraft to flush animals out of
dense vegetation or inaccessible terrain, followed up by












eradication of feral goats is not possible on Australia’s
mainland control to a density that is financially sustainable
and optimal is prudent until information describing the
relationship between impacts and density can further
inform the decision making process.
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