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TOCCATA

(2013/15)

for piano and chamber ensemble

HAOSI HOWARD CHEN



INSTRUMENTATION* 

Flute 

Oboe 

Clarinet in B-flat 

Bassoon 

Horn in F 

Trumpet in C 

Trombone 

Percussion I: 

Timpani 

Cymbal (suspended) 

Snare Drum (shared with Perc. II) 

Percussion II: 

Xylophone 

Snare Drum (shared with Perc. I) 

Temple Blocks (5) 

Tambourine 

Piano (soloist) 

Violin I 

Violin II 

Viola 

Violoncello 

Contrabass 

*all instruments are one-per-part 

 

PROGRAM NOTES 

The word “toccata” usually hints at a work of fast-paced virtuosity, which is certainly present in 

this work, in ways more than one. While the melodic motifs are deceptively simple, they are colored with 

impish rhythmic interjections between the ensemble and the soloist. One of the virtuosic elements here 

for the pianist is having to grasp one buoyant texture from the orchestra while fancying it into the next 

one, all with immense control and graceful juggling. 

Having written this work while “away from the keyboard” while recovering from an injury, I 

believe true virtuosity at the instrument is more than just running across the piano, and its mastery more 

of a mental discipline than just the physical practice required. It calls the artist to explore the sound palette, 

without the vanity of filibusters, but with substance and simplicity. This idea of conciseness is also 

expressed in the one-per-part orchestration of this work: lean in its manpower, but just as rich in sound 

and contrast as a full-sized orchestra—if not more so. 
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